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ABERDEEN CAPITOL still has its
3/8 Compton., This is as far north

as theatre organs go in the U. K,

ENGLAND—Have you ever won-
dered what the most northerly
theatre organ in Great Britain is?
Well, actually there was—-and
happily still with us two Comp- _

_ .hfl.f.e had a Standard
BRITISH NMEWSS
-

Jan be ghesgﬁ

keep those 2,000 seats plus filled. The stage attrac-
tions meant that more stage depth was neede and de-
spite the organ being tuned, the pit was covered cover
with an apron stage,

Sadly Bob Leys moved away from the area and the
organ seemed neglected. One of Scotland's young
organ names, who is heard on radio and has recorded
and is now in the area, and thanks to the interest of
Michael Thompson, who has beew carrying out cert-
ain work along with John Carr and a few other pecple,
they have been allowed access to the console and the
chambers,

Playing the organ from its boxed-in console wasn't
easy, but it did keep the instrument going. Michael
Thompson must have impressed Brian Donald and his
directors, for they have ordered that a section of the
apron be moveable so that once more the console,
which is the 'Sunburst' style, can rise up on its lift,

Not only that, but the console has now been paint-
ed and re-gilded like new, ready for publicconcerts,
solos in film programmes and special state shows, It
is the North's last outpost of super cinema with a
stage and organ,

he fine spotted metal trumpet is on lower pressure

than usual, being in the accompaniment chamber, but
it's an excellent rank, keen sharp sound, Mike has
been busy ferreing out details about other Aberdeen
cinemas and discovered that the ABC house was to
ABC Style 3/6 and Melotone
Compton, but like some other
houses of this huge circuit, it
never was installed. Maybe this
was due to the year 1939, the
war started then. Comptons went
over to vital war work, It had
nothing to do with music!

Mike Thompson is researching
to write a book about the history
of the cinema in Aberdeen, and

tons. The most northerly city of
Aberdeen, in Scotland, they are found, In 1933 the Donald Brothers opened
proudly their 2,000-seater Capitol Cinema equipped with an excellent 3/8,
They had ordered a seven ranker, but at the ¥ery last moment a trumpet rank
was installed—in the accompaniment chamber. There was no room on the
solo side, Edward O'Henry was the organist.

The auditorium was equipped with Holophane lighting that changed colour,
but, strangely enough, the console wasn't a glass colour type that by now were
a virtual must in the boom installation period.. The next year Donald Bros.
followed their splendid city centre cinema with a fine new one called the As-
toria sitnated in the Aberdeen suburb of Kittybrewster, The name comes from
a legendary barmaid of olden times! The house was equippped with another
3/8 Compton, this time sporting an illuminated surround by F, H.Pride, and
instead of being mounted on a lift, as the Capitol console was, this cne was on
a sliding dolly. Organists slid sideways on the stage to do their solo then slid

Bobby Pagen will be a great help
there. He told me that he deomstrated the famous
3/12 Compton in the flagship Regal ABC Cinema in
Glasgow to the directors of the Capitol and Astoria.
They were so impressed they immediately signed a c.: s
contract with Comptons.

Not content with all this grand work on the Capitol
organ, Thompson has plans to start:an organ society in
Aberdeen. There can't be many organs left intact in
cinemas in the U. K. now, so happily one of the few
has a new lease on life,

That's one happy story, and here is ancther, Cne of
the most famous and largest cinemas in Scotland is the
Playhouse in Edinburgh. (Continued on Page 22)

off into the wings at the end. We had quite a few con-
soles over there that did this.

Eventually, like many suburban houses, it fought a
lesing battle and is now a supermarket,

Aberdeen had a great saviour for the T. O—School
Teacher Bob Leys, a fine organist, and the city carillon
eur. He managed to persudde the educational authorities
to purchase and re-install the Astoria Compton in a hall
of the Powis Academy,

The kids had great fun cleaning and re-installing the
organ. They didn't install the glass colour change con-
sole, however,

The Capitol organ had rarely been without a resident
organist since it opened. Bobby Pagen, complete with his|
Kilt, Rowland Tims and young George Blackmore, are a
few who had a long and happy residency here, George
was soon recognized as a brilliant player and put the
Capitol back on the nationwide map with his regular
BBC broadcasts. In fact, his theme, or signature tune, as
we call it, was changed to "Cock of the North} a very
very famous tune really titled "Heights of Dargie'} by
the way. Many of us thought no doubt that Georgie was
Scottish, but the week laddie came from Southern Eng-
land——a sassenach from Chatham, in Kent!

So famous did George become in the U. K. that he
was obliged to retain his theme tune, and he uses it to A
this day, except when playing in his native Chatham ar-
ea, That's the only place he uses "Chinatown" to start
and end a concert,

Since George was resident in Aberdeen it has become
the oil boom city of Europe.The
place is seething with oil men,
often from the USA, by the way.
The Capitol bappliy survivedbe-
ing cut up into twin or triple shoe
box cinemas like many big hous-
es. Pop shows—one night stands+

Aberdeen, Scotland,
into a school hall,

termined to keep

LEAVES LEGACY-—Bob Leys, the man who kept the organ flag flying in

~ Leys was taken before he-left the area.

and also saved the Astoria organ which was moved
He' helped Michael Thompson and encouraged him

to study theatre organ. Now Leys has moved away and Thompson is de-

e Capitol Compton before the public. This lphoto of



ATLANTA CONCERT PAIR, Trevor Bolshaw and Ruch
McDonald took to the road following their organ/piano
presentation at Atlanta's Fox Theatre and went to Laurel,
Mississippi, where they played again., The organ used in
this concert was the one owned by the late Jeff Seale, It
was expanded from a two to three manual insturment dur-
ing the time Seale owned it. Laurel Mayor Bill Patrick
welcomed the pair and members of the Atlanta Chapter
ATOS who traveled to Laurel for the program, Bolskaw
came from England to play the concert at the Fox with
Ruth McDonald, who is a professor of piano at Georgla
State University., The Seale M 'rton has 13 ranks and a
Steinway 7-1/2ft, Grand

ATOS BALLOTS FAILLTO CONFORM TO
PLAN ADOPTED AT 79 ANNUAL MEET

Annual election proceedures appeared in changed stat-
us with the current voting envelopes for returning ballots,
but they did not conform fully to the information contain-
ed in the abbreviated official minutes of the annual meet~
ing of th& national beardZof diréCtorsyJuly 8;4979specifi-
fying that ballots would be numbered. This fact was not-
ed by an ATOS member who attended the chapter repre-
sentative meeting and annual meeting at the Crown Thea-
tre in Pasadena during the run of the convention in Los An
geles. "It is one thing to make provision to clean up the
voting preceedures, and at least it can be considered the
ballots in this current election are secret and being sent
to an entirely disinterested firm for counting,but it is still
necessary to make certain that voting proceedures are
carried out as indicated in the minutes," the member said
RIVIERA THEATRE GETS LANDMARK STATUS

North Tonawanda's Riviera Theatre, the home of the
Niagara Frontier Theatre Organ Scciety 3m/20r Wurlitzer
installation, was given recognition during April of this
year when the strucutre was placed in the National Regist-
er for Histeric Buildings., It now has "landmark status'"and
can be maintained for future generations,according to
Niagara Frontier President Randy Piazza,

Located in dovmtown Nerth Tonawanda, the theatre has
a full working stage and lighting facilities and, of course,
the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ. (The instrument has bee
augmented over the years to 20 ranks and is played on
week ends during regular operation of the house and for
concerts that are presented once each month during the
year, The house seats 1,184 and remains exactly as it
was in December, 1926 when first opened. There is one

exception—a three-quarter-ton crystal chandelier was ing

stalled in 1972, The fixture came from the Genesee Thea

'PASADENA ClVIC ORGAN NOW UNDER ANNUAL
SERVICE CONTRACT;WILL ELIMINATE HIGH
CHARGE FOR TUNING AND TESTING ORGAN

"We now have an annual contract with David L. Junchen of Baringer
Studios to service the Pasadena Civic Auditorium pipe organ,' Doris Sto~
vall, Auditorium Manager, advised The Conscle this month, She noted
that tunings will be done as closely as possible to any scheduled concerts
without charge to the tenent. Thenew service arrangement will elimin-
ate the "high charge" for tuning and testing that was disclosed in a story
appearing in the May issue of The Console. The problem that could have
resulted m a charge of $471 being made was due to the cost to tune the
instrument and set pistons and check operatim of the faulty combination
action. It is necessary to rebuild the action which was not corrected at
the time the organ was brought from Holland and has not operated without
special attenticn being given whenever the organ was played. The charge
of $471 would have represented a maximum amount based on the time of
two technicians to prepare the organ for concert use,

*Establishing Maintenance Trust Fund*

"We readily admit more work needs to be done on the combination
and other items," the manager added,"and are werking on establishinga
Maintenance Trust Fund enabling interested parties to contribute to such
a fund in order to bring the organ up to maximum condition, and keep it
that way!"

"1t is unfortunate that LATOS had to experience the trauma of being the
first organization to present a paid concert on the organ in the Civic Aud-
itorium; however, we were very pleased the club made a profit and that
1,500 people enjoyed the magnificence of Lyn Larsen at the console,’
she concluded. (A final tally indicates a total of 1,617 people attended
the event-—Ed). §

DEL CASTILLO QUITS AS EDITOR OF PUBLICATION

Lloyd G. Del Castillo, nationally known theatre organist, who has serv-
ed as Editor of the Los Angeles Professional Organists Club publication 'Off
The Keyboards' for the pasteight | years, resigned the position June l1st,

A tersely worded letter to "Key LAPOC and IBPCC Members" stated, "Be-
cause of a basic conflict with your president on the form and contents of
"Off The Keyboards'} I must régretfully withdraw from the Editorship of
the paper.

"] want to express my thanks and gratitude to all those who so willingly
and unselfishly have given me their cooperation during the last eight years,
and to apologize to those who have been omitted in recent issues."

"Del" noted that the differences between his style of editing and that
|wanted by the new club president, Bill Worrall, included concert reviews,
which have been one of the features of the pub'iication, plus news of gen-
eral interest to the profiessional organists. Worrall notified Del Castillo
that reviews and the ieneral coverage were not desirable in the changes
he anticipates since the Los Angeles and Long Beach and Orange County
clubs will become a single organizaticn.

It was not learned who will be named to succeed Del Castillo.

RUMOR MILL SPCUTS FACT THAT MAYBE WILTERN HAS CLIENT

Facts are lacking as this issue of The Console goes to press, but the ru-
mor mill is now churning out information that a single client has shown
interest in purchasing the Wiltern and its surrounding property. The big
theatre remains dark and must undergo restoration before it can be re-
opened since a portion of the ceiling collapsed shortly after Pacific Thea-
tres closed their operation of the house.

BRITISHER PLAYS PIZZA PARLOR ORGANj; RECOMMENDS IDEA

While on a visit to the United States, Britisher Linda Bayfield was fas-
cinated to find the San Francisco area Pizza and Pipes (Cap'ns Galleys)
organ equipped pizza parlors. "These are quite large eating houses, and
each evening, seven days a week, customers are entertained by Various
organists]' she wrote in the Cinema Theatre Organ Society Newsletter.

"1 was lucky enough to have the chance to play the three-manual Wur-
litzer at Serramonte, San Francisco, where the console is mounted on a
dias, and the chambers are sandwiched behind glass walls so they can be
viewed by passers by and customers alike, What a wonderful thing if
someone would start similar eating places here in England. The restaur-

tre in Buffalo.  (Continued on page 6

ants are packed every night, I'm sure they would be here, too."

GEORBE WRIGHT ANNOUNCES

George Wright this month announced his Academ
14 and 15 in Pasadena and San Gabriel,California.
third is set for San Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

Headguarters for the event will be Pasadena Holida
mediately in back of Pasadena Civic Auditorium and
Center.

October 13 and 14 meetingsat Pasadena will start with a
day breakfast at the Holiday Inn. The three-day package

Inn

es the breakfast, a group luncheon which will be served either in
the San Gabriel Auditorium courtyard or at a nearby restaurant,
and a closing cocktail party and banquet on the stage of the San

Gabriel Civic Auditorium.

Those attending the seminar will be transported by bus from the

Pasadena Holiday Inn to San Gabriel and return.

The three-day session will cost $560. 00 and only 50 persons will
be accepted for attendance, it was noted by Bob Zadel, who is the
Full particulars of the Acad-

manager of the program for Wright,

)
SEMINAR TH

y of Artistic Organ Performance, a three-day seminar to take place October 13,
Two days will be in Pasadena at the Little Theatre in Pasadena Center, and the

aSaéena
oom reservations can be made by contacting the Inn.

REE=DAY SESSION SLATED FOR OCTOBER

emy of Artistic Organ Performance is available by writing Zadel.
His address: 26375 Naccome, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92691,

FIRST TRANSPLANT OF GERMAN THEATRE ORGAN NOTED

Germany had a large number of theatre pipe organs and many
were destroyed during the last war. However, according to Wolf-
gang Schas, of Munich, the first transplant of a German theatre
pipe organ has been accomplished. Writing in the Cinema Organ
Society Newsletter of April, 1980, Schaa —
disclosed that the Cskalyd crgan of the
former Heidelberg Capitol Cinema, is be-
ing installed in the Kbnigssaal (King's
Room) of the famous Heidelberg Castle
by the original builder, the firm of E, F.
Walcker & Cie,,of (Continued on Page 4)
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PLAYED ACADEMY ORGAN IN FIRST HOME—RBeforg
the New Mexico Military Academy in Roswell becamg
the home for its Hillgreen-Lane theatre pipe organ,the
instrument was originally installed in the Sunshine
Theatre, Albuquerque. It was played during the 1926
27 period by Console Columnist Ray Sawyer, who was
relief organist at this and the Kimo Theatre. "It was
my pleasure and understandable joy to have been re-
lief organist in Albuquerque in both the Kimo and
Sunshine Theatres. Gus Farney was featured at the Ki+
mo and played the very sharp Wurlitzer "D" that scun
sounded extremely well, especially after Gus had add-
ed a Kinura,' Sawyer recalled. " However, it was the
delightful Hillgreen-Lane that gave the most pleasure,
Installed directly above the screen, this 3m/14r instrui
ment may not have been quite as theatrical as many
organs of similar resources, yet the sound and varia-
tion was definitely satisfying. The thought comes
that the crew burdened with the task of dismantling
and removal from the Sunshine Theatre had their
hands full. I see where my friend Rex Koury has pro-
duced a new album while playing the organ in its cur-
rent location, Pierson Auditorium at the Academy in
Roswell, One would do very well by his own collec-
tion of organ discs to obtain this desirable recording,

I would like one myself!"

The photo above shows Ray Sawyer at the console
of the Hillgreen-Lane when it was in the Sunshine
Theatre, in 1927.

Ray Sawyer's monthly column, "Try It This Way"
is a regular feature of The Console. The columnist
also frequently contributes other interesting:articles.,

'ORGAN BEING PUT IN |
PUBLIC HALL WILL BE
PRIVATELY OWNED

by lan MclLean

installations in public buildings is
underway at the Karrinyup Cultur-

ment, a two-manual, 12-rank
Waurlitzer from the Metro Theatre
in Perth, was purchased privately
and is being installed by Ray
Clemments, John Fuhrmann, Alan
Doodsen and Tony Foorte, "The
city council paid for installation
of windlines, the mobile stand on
which the console moves electric-
ally in and out of a recess in the
wall, all of the electrical wiring
to the organ (not the organ itself)
and the design work on the hall to
acaustically complement the or-
gan.

Access to the instrument will be
by approval of the owners and reg-
ular public concerts will be a fea-|
ture of the installation with guest
artists from local,national and in-
ternational regions.

The organileft North Tonawan-
da,New York, as a 2/8 Special
and while still in transit theatre
management decided it wasn'tbig
enough and four additional ranks
were ordered, The house opened
with the original organ and a year
later, in 1928, the additional sets
arrived and were installed.

GERMAN ORGAN TRANSPLANT

-—continued from page 3
Murrhardt éformerly Ludwigsburg)
both near Stuttgart. The organ
will be examined for acceptance
by a government expert (the own-
er of the organ is now the Govern-
ment of Baden-Wurttemberg, a
country of West Germany).

The organ was plavab{re until the
cinema closed in 1956 and was
featured at least on weekends dur-
ing its final years by Hellmuth
Kraus, now organist on- the 4-56
organ of the Jesuitenkirche of
Mannheim,

It has been an eight-year pro-
ject to save this 2m/19r organ and
it has finally paid off. Included

is an echo division of four ranks,
also percussions and a toy counter
The echo division now is part of

the regular chamber installation,

A new twist in theatre pipe organ |

al Centre Hall. Karrinyup is a sub- e
urb of Perth, Australia, The instruf
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ine International Theatre Organ Society Pub-
lishers prepare and distribute monthly The Con-
sole, a totally independent publication, in the
interest of theatres and organs. It is dedicated
to the preservation of theatres and their organs,
and reports internationally news of all types of
organs — pipe, pump, electronic, theatre and
classical,

The Console provides equal space to all organi-
zations in the interest of bringing to its readers
as complete news coverage as possible. Photo-
graphs, drawings, organ catalogues, theatre pro-
grams, technical articles, both contemporary and
nostalgic are earnestly solicited. Address all ma-
terial to: The Console, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104. Telephone: 1-(213) 794-7782.

in the total ranks of the instrument

it was noted.

Subscriptions United States and Canada,
$12.00 annually (temporary), via first class;
United States, Canada and Overseas, $9.00 via
second class. Air mail rates for overseas delivery
will be furnished upon request.

Please make Checks or Money Orders payable
to: THE CONSOLE, Payment from Canada or
Overseas must be on an international money
order made out in U.S. funds to forestall conver-
sion or service charges due to rate of exchange.

Single copies of any issue in print, 80 cenis
each, postpaid.

Renewals, inquiries and changes of address
should be addressed to: THE CONSOLE, Preston
J. Kaufmann, Circulations Director, P.0. Box
744-C, Pasadena, Calif. 91104.

Display Advertising Rate Cards sent upon re-
quest, Address all inquiries to: Roger Adams,
Advertising Director, P.0. Box 744-C, Pasadena,
Calif. 91104.

Office of the publication is 1385 North Michigan
Avenue, Pasadena, California 91104.

DENVER LOSES TWO THEATRES; PARAMOUNT

STILL OPEN, LAST MAJOR HQUSE [N

TOWN

AUSTRALIAN ORGAN‘CLUB OWNS THEATRE AND HAS FREE
FILM NIGHT FOR MEMBERS WHO BRING BASKET SUPPER
Members of the South Australian Division of the Theatre Organ

Once a major theatre town in the United States, Denver is now,
or soon will be down to its last big motion picture theatre in the
downtown area. The lavish Denver Theatre, which opened Nov.
19, 1927, is currently being razed and will become a parking lot
until a new high rise structure is started on the site, The theatre
Wurlitzer, a Style 260, 3m/15r instrument, is entertaining pizza
patrons at Bill Brown's Crgan Step Pizza in Mesa, Arizona.  About
3C0 people attended the last show—an auction——and bought the
chandeliers, rugs, drapes, projection equipment and even some of
the lavish decorations for various uses. Larry Kereeman, of Love-
land, Colorado, was on hand to purchase the organ console elevat-
or and told a reporter for the Denver Post that he hopes to install
it in his home,

The Centre Theatre, an art deco palace that did not have an
organ since it was built after the advent of talking pic-
tures, will be the next theatre to be demolished. This
leaves only the deluxe Paramount with its twin console
Waurlitzer 4m/20r organ. According to Don Wick, who

Society of Australia enjoy a free film night at their own motion
picture house, the Capri. A full length feature plus two Tom and
Jeiry cartoons and other selected short subjects are shown. Theatre
organ music is heard on a Gulbransen 620 (until the club finishes
installing its own 4m/16r pipe organ), and members bring their
own basket supper. "Bubbly and soft drinks are supplied by the
club. One membership card admits the bearer, a friend or the en-
tire family,

NEW ORGAN STAR DISCOVERED WHEN FEATURED ARTIST IS

UNABLE TO MAKE APPEARANCE FCR FIRST DANCE PROGRAM
Cinema Organ Society members in Glasgow, Scotland, had ad-

vertised a dance with an organist to play tﬁe theatre pipe organ in

the civic centre hall. At the last minute the artist was unable to
Lhe _there and

Any Shearer, a member of the society,stepped in to
substitute. He was the surprise of the evening and is
now rated as a new star in rgxe concert and dance or-
gan world. In England a great many theatre instru-

ments are played for dancirg,both pipe and electronic.
The most famous theatre organ installation, of course,
is the Wurlitzer in the Tower Ballroom at BiEleEE{_Q}__-

has helped maintain the Paramount organ, the theatre | -
is open, "but it's a day-to-day effort)

June

R e e O A R



WORLD'S BIGGEST HORSESHOE CONSOLE
ATTRACTS ATTENTION TO P1ZZA PARLOR

IDEA FOR BIG KEYDESK ENTRANCE

CONCEIVED BY ARTIST AND OWNER

AND BUILT FROM JUST A SKETCH

——Photos by Claude V. Neuffer —
There have been designs drawn for massive multi

al organ consoles that could hardly be expected to serve any pur-
pose other than having conversation value., The largest consoles
are the great Atlantic City Auditorium Midmer Losh giant and a

six-manual Barton in the Chicago Stadium, plus the
al Wanamaker keydesk in Philadelphia, And there
tempts to build grand pianos on a large scale to serv
to a piano sales store (the big Red Grand on Venice

Angeles that advertised the old Manning Piano Conipany)—but
information is not readily available that would in any way refute
the claim that Uncle Milt's Pizza Parlor in Vancouver, Washington,
has the biggest three-manual organ console and exterior pipe dis-
play to be seen anywhere! And it's a mighty fine replica of what

a theatre organ console looks like.

The idea to build the console was conceived by an artist friend

of owner Milton Kieffer, and himself. "The plans fo

were never drawn and we worked from a drawing, which was just

little more than a sketch;' Kieffer said.

Located at 4th Plain Blvd, and Grand Blvd.,in Vancouver, just
across the street from the 4th Plain Fred Meyer Store, the pizza

parlor was built in an abandoned church and has abo
square feet of interior space., The restaurant seats 4
the main floor and in the balcony.

The organ is a hybrid and came from several sources-—the con-

sole is from the Capitol Theatre, Atlantic City,N. ],

pipework are out of the Seattle, Washington, Orpheum Theatre
Wurlitzer, "I purchased the Orpheum instrument for this installa-
tion from Harry Dost in Seattle,' Kieffer noted. The pizza organ

is a three-manual, 18-rank instrument with two Tib

litzer, as are most of the ranks), Tuba Horn, Brass Trumpet, two
Vox Humanas, Hom Diapason, Diapason, Viol, Viol Celeste,49-
note Brass Trumpet, Clarinet, Kinura, Crchestral Oboe,Oboe Horn,

Flute, Salicional, and a Moller Post H . There is

marimba, xylophone, chimes, chrysoglott, piano and glockenspiel.

-level manu-

great classic-
have been at-
e as entry in-
Blvd., in Los-

r the structure

ut 14,000
50 people on

the bulk of

ias (both Wur-

a toy counter,

The console rises three feet on its own lift to stage level from PRIVA&‘E PARTY~—A pre-opening concert for local : ATOS mem-~

the floor. Judging from the photo of the interior, pizzapatrcusro
also enjoy occasional music other than the Wurlitzer—the stage
is loaded with musical instruments and various speakers that look

ent. amplifi

ORGANIST for Uncle Milt is Marti Lynch, She
studied under the late Fred Feibel.

\
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. where in the world. Another just pub

bers was held at Uncle Milt's Pizza Parlor. Guests drank coffe dur-
ing Marti Lynch's concert and then had pizza and salad in the bal-
cony after the musical treat.
This is the first restaurant venture for Milton Kieffer. He has been an organ
buff for quite a spell——-—lS}rears with electronics and about six or seven years in
pipes. He owns another Wurlitzer, a two-manual, ten-rank organ that is install-
ed in his home in Vancouver, "I have freqent concerts for ATOS in my home
on the Wurlitzer. It is Opus 1885 and came from the Roxy Theatre in Irvington,
New Jersey., I enjoy rebuilding and refinishing theatre organs although I do not
play them," he added.

Organist Marti Lynch is a native of lowa and started playing the piano at the
age of four. Formal musical training took place at age seven and continued in
the midwest where she obtained degrees in garrnony and theory from universities
in Illinois and Wisconsin.

A radio and television organist for many years, she was first organist for Con-
solidated Radio Artists out of Chicago as well as representing the Hammond Or-
gan Company as a concert artist, Subsequently she became head of sales promo-
tion for Grinnell Bros. music stores in Michigan, Ohio and Canada, working as a
teacher, concert artist and organizing organ clubs within their sizeable territory.

During these years she also did considerable theatre pipe organ work and stud-
ied with the late Fred Feibel, one of the greats of the silent theatre organ hey-
day. She is now living in the Portland, Cregon area and is affiliated with the
R odgers Crgan Company as a concert artist for their theatre organs. She also re-
preients them at major conventions along with doing concert tours on a national
scale,

Marti is an Irish girl who is blessed with great humor and tremendous warmth
for people, all of which shows through in her performances. She not only works
in the big console pizza place, but makes it much bigger with her great theatre
organ music.

ORGAN LIT FOUNDATION PUBLISHES AMERICAN ORGAN BUILDER BOOK

"Henry Erben,Portraint of a Ninteenth Century Organ Builder" has just been
published by the Crgan Literature Feundation, 45 Norfolk Road, Braintree, Mass.
02184, There are 71 pages including 15 full page plates. Cost of the book is
$10 per copy plus $1. 50 for postage and handling.

Ben Hall's reprint of '"The Best Remaining Seats' is also still available from
the Foundation, as are copies of the Jesse Crawford book by Dr. John Landon. The
Crawford book price is $12. 50 per copy plus $1. 50 for postage and handling any-

l?hshecl book is A New History of the Organ
From the Greeks to the Present Day. There are 233 pages
with 51 plates, Selling price is $27, 50 plus $1. 50 for post-
age and handling,

The Foundation also lists organ recordings,both classical
and popular in their latest supplement to Catalogue M, A
copy of the list is available upon request by letter to the

.‘..J‘.l.l.ﬁﬁu...h.»..‘.%%?.9.”..”.”..‘... foundation,



BELIEVE IT OR NOT-—IT'S OUT!

BIG FOX THEATRE -BOOK FINALLY DONE—
DISTRIBUTION OF COPIES STARTED

Seven months after the announced date of distribution the
380-page book about the San Francisco Fox Theatre,"Fox,
The Last Word"finally sufmounted its last cbstacle——a delay
in receipt of proper cover cloth for the bindry—and came out
of the bindery cn Thursday, June 19th. The First copies wére
delivered to United Parcel Service for customer delivery on
Friday, June 20th. It wasexpected the complete bindery run
would be finished during the following week and that all or-
ders would be filled by .the end of the month.

The first printing has been limited to under 1,000 baoks,
and depending on the acceptance of the yolume, plans will be
made for a second edition to take care of library orders plus
commercial book store sales. Cost of the second edition will
undoubtedly be higher and a new selling price for the volume
will be announced at the time the edition is scheduled for its
press run, Orders for the first edition will be accepted on the
basis of the supply of books on hand after initial mail orders
are filled, it was announced by Showease Publications; publish
ers of the book.

RIVIERA THEATRE GETS LANDMARK STATUS
——-~continued from page 3
Originally the Wurlitzer in the theatre was 11 ranks and

was used as a demonstrator by the Wurlitzer Company. Pros -
pective buyers were brought from the nearby Wurlitzer factory
to hear the instrument demonstrated. During the years that
the Niagara Frontier Theatre Organ Society started maintain-
ing the organ it has grown by nine ranks, Various sets came
from the Kensington and Century Theatres Wurlitzer organs in

Buffalo. A feature of the Riviera Wurlitzer are a master xylo-
phone and piano with operable parts painted to illuminate un~-

der black light. They are mountedin the orchestra pit of the
theatre.

BRITISH ORGANIST ARNOLD LOXAM was presented in con-
cert at the Riviera Theatre,North Tonawanda,New York, by
the Niagara Frontier Theatre Organ Society on April 16th, He
is known as the "Man of Music, Master of Rhythm'in Great _
Britain and is in great demand. His style of playing has gain-
ed identification as the 'Loxam Bounce!, He broadcasts each
week over Radio Leeds, Yorkshire, England.

MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL IN JULY
Hector Olivera and Ron Rhode will be featured theatre or-
ganists appearing in the second Manchester International Cr-
gan Festival at the Free Trade Hall, Manchester,England in
uly, Australian Tony Fenelon is the only other foreign art-
ist who will play. All other theatre ?{pe concerts will be by
British organists. The festival includes classical organ and
one electronic organ concert-is slated to be played by Franz
Lambert of Germany.
The annual event is also a competition for organists and is
— . part of the daily events during the run
of the event, Xlso included in festi-
val entertainment is the Mermaid Pup-
pet Theatre presentations, symphony
orchestra, band concerts ‘and harpsi-~
chord music.
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...story of the world’s finest theatre

by PRESTON J. KAUFMANN

For 34 years, patrons attended San
Francisco’s largest movie palace.

* Today, a 380-page hardbound book *
recaptures all its grandeur, the
organs and much more. Over 600
illustrations, including color.

$35, plus $2.75 each to cover postage and handling. Calif. residents add 6% sales tax.
Check or money order, in U.S. Funds, payable to “Showcase Pubiications”. Allow 4 to
6 weeks for delivery.

SHOWCASE PUBLICATIONS

P, O, BOX 744-C, Dept. F, PASADENA, CA 91104




BUBBLES LIBBIN PLAYS OWN SCORE.ON TV SHOW
HONORING LATE DIRECTOR OF SUSPENSE FILMS

Using the score she composed, and the Emery Theatre Wurlitzer pipe
organ, Marilyn "Bubbles" Libbin joined forces with Cincinnati's newest
television station to accompany a silent film directed by the late Sir
Alfred Hitchcock as part of a week-long tribute to the great master of
suspence. The crganist, who holds the position as Chief Organist of
the Emery Theatre, composed and scored the accompaniment for the
1927 film "Easy Virtue" and played it twice during the Hitchcock wibute
over the station.

The second showing also had a talk show segment hosted by WBTI-TV's
Film Director, Fred Baum, who also manages the Emery Theatre for AT -
: OS-OVC. He not only interviewed "Bubbles') but chatted with Rosa Rio

& ICE CREAM PARLOUR : = via telephone and also included Gaylord Carter through a previously tap-

N CONCER- P ed segment.
Is' HYRHIJ ALYA RSSUELHD - g NUC.FR £ Actually, WBTI-TV and Emery were 'wed' earlier in the year when
SUN HOURS S5 PM TO IOPM two selections from the "Here's Bubbles" album were chosen by the sta-
: tion to be used as title songs for the Midday Matinee classic movies and

their Saturday and Sunday morning movies, 'Bubbles' lilting rendition
of the 'SynccpatedClock! can be heard every day for the noon classics,
and the "Maple Leaf Rag" wakes up sleepy-eyed viewers for the week-
end moming shows. Factually, the Maple Leaf Rag is second only to the
national anthem, as the station signs on the air right before the weekend
movies at 10am! Of course, all the selections on the "here's Bubbles"
album were recorded at the Emery Theatre, Cincinnati,

In future ads concerning Bubble's activities, there will be a new logo
desinged and drawn by multi-talented Heidi James, who now resides in
Cincinnati and is a member of ATOS-OVC,

The Emery Theatre Wurlitzer, a Sl:%le 260, three-manual instrumert,
was crig'mal?y installed in the RKO Albee Theatre, Cincinnati, and was
donated to the local ATOS unit, Members dismantled and moved the
organ to the Emery Theatre and completed the job of erecting it late
last year,

SECON](:)) SOLD OUT CONCERT —©On Su:.'llc’l’%y’] :
Apri 7 i c Sold-
Oglt’l'1 czorglclér%}é%géagzste%glf}gsgn? ount Music Palace
in Indianapolis. The Paramount concert audienc-
es have come to know Larsen through previous ap-
pearances here including the dedication concert
almost two years ago. The organist also substi-
tuted for Donna Parker and Bill Vlasak when the
two musicians tock a well-eamed two weeks va-
cation. From all the exposure to the Paramount
audiences, it was no surprise to the owners and to
General Manager Bob MacNeur when the concert
was sold out three weeks in advance.

Larsen's program was wide and varied and in-
cluded an exciting medley from "Annie Get Your
Gun'!

He took a moment and expressed this thanks to
the audience and shared some personal reflections
regarding his life and choice of work, not forgett-
ing that the audience support to events of this i\
type are the catalyst that keeps both music and
artists going,

At the end of the program his appreciative
crowd was not about to %et him off so easily, the
result being no less than four encores. It was an
exciting afterncon of good music, well played
and well presented by one of the true "gentlemen'
of this profession and one of the most able show-
men in arranging his presentations.

Larsen's appearance for a concert date has be-
come a guarantee that an aftemoon or evening
with him is assurance of a great treat.

! ASHLEY MILLER APPOINTS CALIFORNIAN TO REPRESENT HIM;
PLANNING WEST COAST TOUR; MAY PLAY OAKLAND HOUSE

DAVID Ashley Miller, one of the East Coast's most versatile organ stars,

has announced plans for a major West Coast tour next season,
HAMILTON

At the same time he announced that Don Creswell, San Francis-
co-based management consultant and organ enthusiast, has been
ap‘p&}nfed 1as }ﬁis personal representative, .

i '"We're looking forward to appearances from Vancouver to San-
Internatlor!al Diego and hope to present major theatre organ concerts in San
Concert Artist Francisco and Los Angeles)' Miller said, Sites for concerts are be-
ing evaluated, including the Oakland Paramount where the newly
installed 4/28 VWaurlitzer is expected to be in concert shape early
next year.

For concert dates, A ‘composer, arranger and conductor, Ashley Miller's appear-

contact at ances include top rated television shows of Dave Garroway and
3 }ack‘Paar. He has over a dozen records to his
1560 No. Sandburg Terrace credit, _
Apt. 3108 Bookings are now being made for concert
Chicago, lllinoss 60610 dates. Don Creswell may be contacted at
(312) 944-3833

o % 3 K NN NN

328 Brittan Avenue, San Carlos, Calif,94070,
o Jun 9 A brochure s available,
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SAN FRANCISCO ORGANIST TO
PLAY CONCERT IN ENGLAND

Wayren Lubich, popular San Francisco theatre
organist, will play a concert at the Paramount
Organ Studio, just outside Manchester, England,
using both the three and four manual Compton
pipe organs installed there. Following his con-
cert appearance he will go to London to attend
the ATOS International Convention,

Lubich has a wide concert following in the
western states, Late last year he accompanied a
silent film show at the Egyptian Theatre in Boise,
Idaho, and later played a private concert cn the
former San Francisco Fox Theatre lobby organ
for a group of people with whom he shares the
interest and pleasure of Packard auto motoring.
The organist noted the instrument is alive an
doing very well in a private home in the Sacra-
mento area complete with roll player,

In February he played "The General "Gold
Rush" and "King of Kings" at the Palo Alto Film
Festival's silent movie program, The organ used
was a Conn 651,

Upon his return from England Lubich will be
returning to Boise's Egyptian Theatre to play the
Buster Keaton classic "The General" in August
on the 2/8 Robert-Morton organ. A concert is al-
so included as part of the show.

#Has New Records Released*

There are two recent Lubich albums in release
at the present time, On March 2nd his Doric re-
cord, "Cn The Avenue" was featured on KUSF's
monthly theatre organ program, and on June 1st
the same station featured his newest Doric release
"Warren's Way' and also interviewed the artist.
Larry Boysen, program host, did the live talk show
with Lubich.

In April the Sonic Arts Corporation released his
new digital IP "Organasm' This one was record~
ed on the Redwood City Capn's Galley Pizza Par-
lor 4/23 Wurlitzer, the San Francisco Avenue
Theatre 3/14 Wurlitzer and 4/56 Aeolian-Skinn-
er residence organ,

In addition, Warren plays at the Serramonte
Pizza Parlor in Daly City during the week, and
he disclosed that this year has been a busy one
for Calliope playing as well. "I've played seven
parades since March first and have a Calliope
Park Concert coming up August 27th in Menlo
Park, a suburban town on the San Francisco pen-

R el T = -

INTERMISSION-—During intermission at the Lyn Larsen concert May 23rd, there
was interest manifest by some of the audience shown standing at the edge of the
orchestra pit looking at the huge five-manual organ console from a distance.

The big keydesk rests on its elevator approximately eight feet from the railing.

insulal!

HAMMOND ORGAN COMPANY BUYS LESLIE SPEAKER FIRM

Columbia Broadcasting System, owners of a number of firms, Rodgers Organ in-
cluded, has sold its Leslie Speaker company to the Hammond Organ Company, it
was learned this month, The sale is something of an unusual nature since Laurens
Hammond, the founder of the firm whosold out his interesttyears ago, would never
fumish Leslies with his instruments. Dealers had to supply them separately because
Hammond didn't approve of them, although there is no doubt the units helped to
improve the sound qualities of the instrument and became synonymous with the
electronic organ,

CBS also owns Steinway Piano Company and the Gulbransen Electronic Organ Co,

TEMPLE THEATRE MCRTON AGAIN DAMAGED BY WATER

Additional water damage has again hit the Robert-Morton theatre pipe crgan in
the Temple Theatre (also the Shrine Auditorium) in Meridian, Mississippi, |he re-
port, as yet unconfirmed, disclosed that the inundation of the instrument in its re~
cent dousing was "pretty bad® and it is not known if the Magnolia Theatre Organ
Club members in Meridian will attempt to restore the organ again without the help
of the owners, Flamasa Shrine, The club restored the organ several years ago and
returned it to full playing condition,

LODERHOSE SELLS ROXY FIVE CONSOLE

Richard Loderhose, it is reperted, has sold the former Roxy
Theatre gigantic five-manual Kimball console he has owned for
many years, plus about 40 ranks of pipework to an unidentified
who has the former New York Paramount
Theatre Studio Wurlitzer organ under installation at the Bay Thea
tre in Seal Beach, California, would not divulge the name of the
new owner and would say nothing other than he is a wealthy org-
an buff who will apparently unveil his plans at a later date and

person. Loderhcse

let the rest of the organ hobby world know who he

The sale was apparently consumated the final week of June.

NEXT HOME ORGAN SHOW IN KING OF PRUSSIA,PENNA,

Bill Worrall's next Home Organist Adventure is slated to take
place during August, 1980 at the Sheraton-Valley Forge Hotel in
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania (which is near, but not shown on the
big Reader's Digest World Atlas map of Pennsylvania) Philadelphia,
| Martin Wicks is sending his pipe ocrgan again as he did for the Los
Angeles show and Lyn %arsen will be the concert representative for
the firm, The usual concert programs, work shops and electronic
organ displdys will be featured and a free electronic organ will be
given away, with the winner being picked at random during the

iy Sunday evening concert, August 24th,

JEFF BARKER AGAIN PLAYING AT BRUNO'S

" English Organist Jeff Barker, who has made several round trips
between the British Isles and U, S, in the past several years, is

The show opens August 21st and will run through Avgust 24th,
Registration forms for the show are available from Keybeard World
Magazine, P.O.Box 4399, Downey, Califcrnia 90241,

once again established on the east coast and is currently playing
at Bruno's in Asbury, New Jersey, near Phillipsburg,

JAMES WEST COAST DATES SLIGHTLY MIXED

Dennis James will play at Laguna Hills, California, on Decen
ber 2nd, but will be in Sacramento on December 14th instead of
Nov. 14th as reported in the May issue of The Console. He is
still available for concert dates during the free days of that per-
iod.

The Ohio Theatre Summer Film Series, has an unprecedented
success in advance ticket sales-— over 107,000 ducats have al-
ready been picked up for the 14-week series, The first show on
Wednesday, June 18th was sold-out with an estimated 1, 500 pa-
trons turned away; the same show was repeated the following
week.

In August the Chio will show "Wings"
fly to Columbus to make a personal app-
earance. Plans are also being made to re-
peat the same production the next nightat
the Palace Theatre in Marion, Ohio.

Dennis James will have five shows at
Indiana University in his season series, plus

Theatre PIPE ORGAN Builders
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>
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DONNA PARKER PLAYS FINAL CONCER
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FOR A WHILE i —-Donna Parker, well known for her artistry
at the Paramount Music Palace in Indianapolis, Indiana, played
her final concert at the State Theatre in Kalamazoo, Michigan on
Sunday afternoon, April 13th. All of the foregoing sounds omin-
ous, doesn't it? But it's partly true, Donna Parker did play a
well-received and beautifully performed concert on the three-
manual Barton organ in the State Theatre, Kalamazoo, The turn-
out was gratifying, especially in view of the time of year and the
beautifu% weather which so often plagues concerts. Her music was
from many periods and she also accompanied a Charlie Chaplin
movie, "Behind the Screen'.

One of the highlights of the concert was an especially soulfull
reading of the Helen Crawford song,''So Blue} demonstrating 'a-
ballad style not often found in this day and time., However, a
final concert it was not! Donna will be out of the picture for a
short while as she and her husband Bob MacNeur are to become
parents in August. Following materni% leave, Donna will return
to the console of the Paramount Music Palace Wurlitzer organ a-
long with Organist Bill Vlasak.

FOX CHAMPIONED MUSIGC HALL WURLITZER

When Radio City Music Hall changed its format from first run
films and stage shows to full stage musical attractions last year,
one of the champions for using the Wurlitzer organ was Dr, Virgil
Fox, world-famous classical organ virtuocso.

V\iriting a feature article for New York Magazine, published in
the June 11,1979 issue, the noted organist fenned, in part,''Ra-
dio City Music Hall has always been famous for two exclusive
features: its chorus of high-kicking Rockettes and its five-ton,
4,000-pipe organ—the mightiest Wurlitzer in the world.

"Since their silent-screen days, organs have been in a partial
eclipse, So, too, more recently,Radio City Music Hall, But last
Thursday the Music Hall opened as a live theatre. ..

"Along with its new incarnation, the Music Hall has been giv-
en a $5-million facelift, All carpeting,wall coverings, and ceil-
ing murals have been restored, But the big news for me ,as a con-
cert organist, is that its Wurlitzer is being refurbished,

"QCf the organ's 200, 000 moving parts,all leather pieces are
being renewed by hand, all elelctrical parts enlivened, A flaw in
the expression louvers, which had the organ playing at half its
potential volume, has also been corrected. Ronald Bishop, a staff
organ technician at the Music Hall on and off since 1957, has
spent the past two years on this Eainstaking task. ..

"Arrangements at Radio City have always been down to the
wire. Criginally the organ was installed in four marathon weeks.

"I live in a world of classical music—1I'l1 play anything so
long as it's Bach—so the Wurlitzer is a little out of my realm.1
have played the Radio City organ,however, and it compares most
favorably with the most important organs in Leipzig,Paris and
Canterbury, When you're sitting at the keyboard of any of these
behemoths, it's like piloting a 747,

"R adio éity has hired two accomplished young organists to
play the rebom Wurlitzer as the huge audiences file in for each
show. My big hope for the Music Hall, though, is that the produc-
ers can ge persuaded to include an organ solol on the program.
After all, such a magnificent instrument should not begin its
new life making background music for 5,000 people changing - - .*
seats or trotting off to the loo. "

WURLITZER RAISES FUND FOR FRATERNAL CRGANIZATIGN

A residence Wurlitzer recently played guests out of $155 during
a single evening. The Walter Hilsenbeck three-manual Wurlit-
zer, with owner Walt Hilsenbeck and Carl Weiss taking tunys at
the console, was heard by 40-plus guests who attended the mus-
ical evening and donated the amount for the Order of Eastem
Stars. The organ has also entertained numerous school children
who have been brought to the residence to learn more about the
great silent film days music makers.

LATEST T.0.MAG EDITORIAL CONTINUES IN DOUG BAILEY STYLE BUT DISCLOSES THAT

LEADERS HAVE HAD FAIRLY GOOD MONEY DEAL

ATOS' Theatre Organ Magazine started re,achg_ig members late |
this month and alreagy an editorial lambasting thdse who want to
change the status quo, which continues in the vein started by Doug
Bailey in his recent letter (see page 19), has created something of
an uproar. The Console has received calls about the page four T.
O. editerial and one well-known ATOS member added that after
reading the financial statement,which is also carried in the issue,
it is understandable why those in control don't want to lose what
they've had for quite awhile—-their contract fees, travel expens-
es and telephone calls have not made them fat over the years, but
they have been receiving good money for something the editorial
states is supposed to be a voluntary effort.”

The articlfe appearing on page four has apparently been picked
up from an advertisement that .was published in the previous issue
by two members who are running for directorships and advocate a
change in ATOS government to improve the organization, The
article twists facts and puts the present rulers line of thinking as
the way the organization has continued to flourish. Dire forebod-
ing of complete death of the club is stated in the event that any
change (other than a slight revision of the present bylaws) is made

The heart rending statements might have some basis in fact if
members do not read the financial statement, Last year, for ex-
ample, in contract fees (another way of saying payment of salaries
to ATOS members who may be thought of as volunteering their
efforts for the good of the club) the headquarters cut, or payment,
was $4,200; membership workers got $2, 200; magazine people
pocketed $5,000. In telephone charges headquarters had a bill
of $3,272, 66; membership's bill was $152, 70;the president had a
small one of $78, 50 and Theatre Organ blossomed out with a big
$1,599.31. 'Ma' Bell enjoys aiding these who communicate to
such a degree. ]

In the world of travel, headquarters spent $2,537. 61 (which un-|

CONTRACTUAL) OVER THE PAST YEARS
mount that totalled $1,232, 44,

Then the financial report discloses that business might not have
been too good— the club had to borrow $15,000. 00 from a bank
located in headquarters town-—DMiddleburg, Va. But the news
wasn't 21l bad. There was a profit of $949. 15 paid to ATOS on
money it has in the bank, (One member wonders why it is neces-
sary to borrow money and pay out the interest that is being receiv-
ed on a bank account—and advanced the thought that perhaps a
paid office staff could put the club on its financial feet by cutting
down on expenses in some manner).

One thing is certain, If some of those who are running for seats
on the board of directors are elected it is highly probable that an
immediate audit of the books will be made to try and develope
greater economy within the organization and have it operate with-
in its income rather than have to borrow money. This is not the
first time the society has had to borrow money, although it has
never been made clear why it was necessary,

The statement that ATOS was not planned to become a comm-
ercial enterprise has a ring of truth, and there has been nothin%
stated by anyone at any time that it must be changed to that if it
is to survive. The only hint of commercialism seems to be the
great amount of money that goes through the organization each
year and manages to be retained by those who are primarily
thought of as volunteering their efforts on behalf of the society.

It is not wrong to pay those who expend great effort in behalf
of the club, but many members believe it would be better if the
policy were adopted in the financial statement that would list
such pay as remuneration for editing, reporting, make-up, etc, ,
rather than gloss over such payments as being contractual fees,
or by whatever gibberish they are noted.

ATOS may not be commercialized, but it certainly is not far
from it under the present operations policy. A small, but full-

doubtedly included a trip or two to Atlanta to try and

time staff of office workers conceivably could be more

recover money spent on Joe Patton's theatre that was
not ready when the '78 national convention hit town);
the membership section stayed close to home, spend-

efficient and thereby save on costs, Under the present
methods of running ATOS, it may well drop dead from
dying interest by those who really want to see it grow,
At least those who write so accusingly against other

ing ony $45. in transportation costs; Tommy Landrum

rcamed about with $446, 00 charged to his travel bill; e

and Theatre Organ personnel traveled about on an a- .l.u.u.\.\1].”..%“...“.uh%ﬁ...m.u.‘..

members would do well to take a look at their own
actions which make it appear they have a good thing!



thenticity, I[n a subsequent issue the work that
is carried on at Leyva's will be presented in a
photo feature in The Console,

The new firm owners, Ralph Leyva and Elena
Tyler are interested in having the public know
more about the beauties of decoration, which is
now making a comeback in architectural and
furniture circles, to name but two segments of
industry that are once again utilizing lavish de-
coration to finish buildings and various types of
furniture.

Pictured on this page is the piano case and
bench of a customer who is having the instru-
ment decorated by Leyva.in the classical per=
iod of French design which reigned during the
famed Versailles Louis X IV to XVI era. The
composition decoration design was planned at
the studio and is being executed there, All the

T

ALHAMBRA FIRM BUYS OUT J.P.
WEAVER COMFPO DECORATION CO,
Organ enthusiasts who formerly made trips to the
J.P. Weaver Company in Los Angeles to obtain com-
position decoration items to enhance consoles, bench-
es, etq ,in the French mode, now must go to the zus
eastern area of Los Angeles—to the City of Alham-
bra to be exact. The long-time Madison Avenue
supplier of composition decorations was purchased re-
ceutly by the Leyva Company and all equipment,

- ; -

A

TOP PHOTO ~—— Intricate pieces from various moulds are applied to the
casework of the piano, and photo directly above is another view of the
same area of the case that has been finished. Elena Tyler, left, watches
application being made along front of case under keyboard,

moulds are from the Weaver collection that has been moved to the new
firm headquarters in Alhambra. It is possible to use composition decora-~
tion on many unusual forms since the material is flexible and can be
attached to curves, made to go around corners, etc. It is its own glue
base when the pieces are placed over a steam table arrangement to
produce the consistency that makes the pieces adhere to whatever they
are applied. After being attached, metal or gold leafing is applied to
the surfaces,

e ATEN

carved moulds and display boards have been moved
to the new firm's location at 917 Westminster Ave.,
in the industrial area, which is located on the south-
west side, of Alhambra,

Now that the Weaver moulds have been moved, the
new owners are checking out all carvings and ma.f(ing
new display boards where the public can come in to
select pieces for picture framing, decorating various
items—one example of the work done by the Leyva
firm is shown on this page.

It is also possible that in the Weaver moulds will
be found the original Robert-Morton Organ Company
console deccration pieces. Meorton blueprints list in-
dividual composition decoration pieces by numbers
that may turn up on long unused moulds that were
stored for many years at the Weaver location and were
not readily accessible to determine if they were really
the console items that were us-
ed on the Morton consoles, If ‘
investigation discloses the art : g\ .
pieces are original Morton : - )
then it will enable anycne *  BENCH, PIANO LEGS have all been given the decoration treatment and
owning one of the organs to re- await finish painting or gold leafing,” Composition decoration stands up
store consoles with an air of au~  Wwell for years if not subjected to rough handling,

Jure 1980
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BILL FLOYD DESIGNS
NEW CHAPEL ORGAN
FOR FUNERAL HOME

Bill Floyd, who was one of the
country's leading theatre organists
when movie palaces boasted Wurlit=-
zers, Kimballs, Mortons, etc. , is still
busy with unit instruments.

"My work is now confined to the
Woody Funeral Chapels in the Rich -
mond, Viriginia area;' he told The
Console this month, "These are b
beautiful places which boast a Moll-
er, two relatively new Wicks and a
fourth chapel under construction
which will house a new Wicks unit
of my design,

"Unified to the hilt, it will boast
an Erzahler and Erzahler Celeste on
the Great and a Salicional and Voix
Celeste on the Swell," he continued.

"The way it is laid out, the eight
ranks will still provide a difference
in Ensemble between the two manu~
als, Accousticaly the rctunda chap-
els with high domed ceilings (300
seats each) are perfect and make ev-
en the smaller unit organs sound at
least three times their size, The Lil!
"Mo" is the schmaltziest thing this
side of Times Square Paramount!"

| SPECIAL: BIRTHDAY
SURPRISE BEING
PLANNED FOR CARLI

Organist Candi Carley's birthday
is August 21st and a group of her
friends are planning a special gift
for her—a "talking calculator'y
hand-held machine using a 24-
word vocabulary, which is design-
ed for totally birind persons,

The cost of the machine is und-
er $500 and donations to help cb-
tain it for Candi are being accept-
ed at the Great American Wind
Machine (7500 Reseda Blvd,Reseda,
Calif. ) where she plays. With the
assistance of many it will be poss-
ible to purchase the item, All who
contribute are asked to be certain
their names are sent so that the
may be included on the list of don-
ors,

It is also requested that since it
will be a surprise gift Candi is not
to be told about it until the night
of her party. Donations may be
sent also to Deke Wamner, 155
Greenfield Avenue, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90049,

BIG WURLITZER THRILL—Melvyn Marsh, a visitor to
Chicago from Chichester, England, was given red carp-
et treatment during his stay in the Windy City by David
Hamilton, who is a personal friend, and taken on tour
of the ornate theatre and given a brief recital cn the
four-manual Wurlitzer by Hamilton, Marsh is an organ
enthusiast.

Floyd also noted that he is still thg
Conn representative for the State of
Virginia and that the firm will scon
be back in production,

UGLY RUMOR BEING SPREAD BY
LA TOS MEMBER ABOUT SHOW

Despite the announcement that the
Lyn Larsen show at Pasadena Civic,
sponsored by Los Angeles Theatre Or
gan Society, was both an artistic and
financial success, it is reported that
‘2 well-known member of the club is
informing organ enthusiasts that the
program failed at the financial end.

The misinformation ie not causing
problems because it is false, but a
reason for the person to continue
talking in such manner suggests that
an attempt is being made to discred
it the organization or those who were
responsible for the work that went in
to producing the program,

One of the buffs who was given
the information is considering a re-
port to the club officers about it.

TWO ORGANS GCING IN LA AREA
BASEMENT: SECRET INSTALLATION
Cther rurmnors {lying arcund the LA
area this month have revealled that
someone or some group will be in-
stalling two pipe organs in a base-
ment. The job is being done with-
out publicity so that it will not be
interupted at any time by curiosity
seekers, The region where the in-
stallation is being made is believed
to be somewhere in the San Fernandg

THE WURLITZER THAT WAS NEVER BUILT
by Bill Floyd, Sr.
Yes, there was a daily habit on my part-—visiting the offices of Wurlitzer Crg an Company
to have lunch with Hugo Hellstern. This was the high-point of any day. Hugo was a most gentle
man with a sense of humor and a vast knowledge of pipe organs, especially Wurlitzers, and I
' valued his friendship of many years,

However, one day would prove somewhat momentous above all others, Hugo had called me
| to demonstrate Radio City Music Hall Wurlitzer for a group of men who were shopping fro two
| instruments for their radio stations in Turkey. It seemed that Hugo would have to fill the order

from previous installations, for Wurlitzer was giving up the production of pipe organs. Already
the War Production Board was clamping down on copper and other essentials necessary to pipe
organ building. Wurlitzer took the lead and was followed by Hook and Hastings, then many oth-
er builders "shut down" and it was temporarily "for the duration'! Many builders would never
return to production.

Hugo, this day, did not display any emotion, yet there was a finality about it all. "Bill'; he
offered, ""there's a bushel basket full of bakelite magnet caps—do you want them?" "No;' was
my reply. Hugo went on——"How about these blueprints from the plant?" He shoved them into
my hands, There were schematics for relays, wind-pressure chart in blueprint form from Spen=~
cer Orgoblo and an " Analysis of Wurlitzer Unit Organ'} a proposed specification for two organs
(gallery and chancel) for Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newdrk; New Jersey, These I accepted and,
[ to this day, forty {ears later, I still retain them, ~Likewise a Wurlitzer dag key Hugo gave me
that day, It is still on my key-ring where it has been through my army days in World War IIl—
through thick and thin. Yes, I am sentimental where Wurlitzers are concerned——for they were
my life——even to that point in time (1940) I had seen happy years of happy performances at
Néw York's Beacon Theatre, the St. George Theatre and Staten Island Paramount and Middle-
town Paramount (New York). It seemed almost incomprehensible that there would be no more
Wurlitzers.

However, Wurlitzer had built some rather inspirational instruments, one of them being a large
multi-chambered four manual for the Anglican Cathedral in Buffalo which was similar, probably,
to the following specs submitted for the Newark Cathedral, 1 dare say that such an instrument
would not find faver today in the church field, yet I would venture to say that the Wurlitzer
"That Was Never Built" would have carried off the "ministry of music" quite nobely.

Recalling the first horseshoe console built by Robert Hope~Jones for Park Congregational
Church in Elmira, New York, I must admit that the following specs are Hope-Jones inspired,
by virtue of the five diapascus and assortment of liturgical stops not normalply' found in the Wur-
litzer crgan. Absent,however, are mixtures which would have been included in the Hope-Jones
concept of the unit organ, However, I feel that the stop-list is fine, giving the organist great
opportunities for expressive shadings with the numerous;flute and string celestes,  Thus it is, 1

Valley area,

FOR CONCERT INFORMATION AND AVA
J. NELSON MANAGEMENT

900 ANDERSEN DRI
SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORN
(415) 457-2055

present to you "The Wurlitzer That Was Never Built". The spec sheet
is dated October 1, 1928,
Open Diapason 16' - 8! (Pedal and Great); Diapason Phonen 8! (Great-
S olo); Open Diapason 8' (Great-Solo); Diaphonic Horn Diapason 16'-8!
(Pedal-Swell); Violin Diapason 8' (Choir); Tibia Plena 8! (Great-Solo);
Tibia Clausa 16' 8! 4' (Pedal, Great,Swell, Solo); Bourdon 16'-8' (Pedal);
Leiblich Bourdon 16 8! 4! (Pedal Swell, Choir); Tuba Mirabilis 16" 8! 41
%Pedal Great Solo); Tuba Horn 16" 8! 4! (Pedal, Great, Solo); Cornopean
' (Swell); Gamba 16" 8! (Pedal,Great,Choir,Solo); Gamba Celeste 8'
TC (Great, Choir,Solo); Vilce dtorch B 41 Swell, Solo); Viole Celeste
8! TC (Swell, Solo); Salicional 8' sSwelI,So o); Voix Celeste 8! TC,
i{Swell, S ; Oboe Horn 8' (Swell); Clarinet 8' (Great, Choir); Aeoline
8' (Swell); Dulciana 16' 8 4' (Pedal, Great,
Choir); Unda Maris 8' 4' (Great, Choir); Cuinta-
dena 8! (Great ,Choir); Cuintadena Celeste 8!
TC (Great, Choir); Horn (English) 8' (Great, Choir);
Concert Flute 8' 4" 2-2/3' 2t 1-3/5! (Great,
‘Swell, Choir); Octave 4' (Great); Vox Human
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Continued on Page 21) --.



ANOTHER GREAT THEATRE INTO OBLIVION
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‘(%e “Philadelphia
FOXStory™

by Irvin R. Glazer

Miay, 1980 must surely have set a new record in theatre building annals for it was during
that month that four theatres, all on the same corner of 16th and Market Streets in down-
town Philadelphia,Pennsylvania suffered the ultimate indignity of the wrecker's ball. The
smallest, seating about 125, is on the 17th floor of the Fox Building and sports a complete
bar and catering facility adjacent to the spacious lobby area in the rear. Next in size is

Detail, Facade of Fox's Theater, Philadelphia
Thomas W. Lamb, Architect

the Stage Door, on 16th Street,
with 600 seats carved out of most
of the Fox's capacious stage. Next
to the Fox is the Milgram, former-
ly the Stanton and originally the
Stanley with 1,457 seats, The
largest is Thomas Lamb's elabor-
ate and artistic Fox with 2,400
seats.

The Fox Building, a duplicate o
of the Loew's State Building on
Times Square, Manhattan, was the
first of three projected (continued)
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Fox's Theater Building, Philadelphia
Thomas W. Lamb, Architect

BUILDING WAS A |6-STORY "
CLASS|C STYLE STRUCTURE ..

"Fox's Theatre in Philadelphia shows a 16~
story building in the Classic style,' accord-
ing to an architectural critique. '"Above the
second story of which a colossal treatment of
the Ionic order breaks the two street facades
to a height of five stories. The interior of
this theatre, although not as magnificent as
the Capitol Theatre in New YOI‘%: shows a
pleasing consistency and simplicity in design
and decoration, As the ceiling height is low-
er and the theatre smaller than the Capitol
a flat, circular ceiling, slightly domed in the
center, extends over the entire auditorium,
obviating the necessity of use of the sounding
board treatment above the proscenium arch
which is found in so many of the lofty theatres.,
The plan in many ways resembles the Capi~ s
tol's. Thomas Lamb has used unerring judge-
ment in the use of sumptuous decorative eff-
ects,

"The office building architectural treat-
ment of the exterior design clearly suggests
and indicates, in a monumental way, the
principal purpose for which the structure is
designed. As required by modern economic
conditicns, shops are introduced on the lower
floor, so that the real architectural treatment
begins at a considerable height above the
sidewalk level. So accustomed have we be-
come to the incongruity of 20 or 30 stories
resting apparently on one or two stories of
plate glass shop fronts that we no longer won-
der at or question the propriety of this mod-
ern phase of architecture. The Fox Theatre
is no exception, but it does present an impos-

facade."
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EMBELLISHED -—Additics were-made to thé criginal Fox marquee,

which can be seen‘in the exterior photos of the structure pictured

at left and on preceding page. Not seen,but apparently addedaf-

ter the theatre had been in operation, were large verticle signs,
~—photo from Theatre Historical Society

THE PHILADELPHIA FOX STORY ——continued

William Fox theatres to be constructed in Philadelphia, The second Fox theatre
was built at Broad and Locust and is now a legitimate theatre called the Locust
Street Theatre, one of four last legit stnads in downtown. In August,of 1929,

a conmstruction permit was issued for the third Fox, cne block away at 17th Stmeet,
on Market. Work was rushed with an opening date set for the Fall of 1930. The
theatre was budgeted at $14, 000,000 and was to seat 6, 300, with a Roxy pol-
icy as its format of operation. This was to be the premiere theatre in Philadel-
phia, The foundation hole was excavated. The only subsequent excitement on
that comer ensued when some of the wooden fencing and scaffolding caught
fire, Trouble in the Fox Empire called a halt to the construction and that huge
plot of mid~city real estate was empty until the sixties when a skyscraper comb-
ination bank and office building was erected on the spot.

Sunday, November 25, 1923, the 16th Street Fox opened its three rows of
shining bronze doors to its first audience, but not a public one. No, not in
Cuaker Philadelphig; it was to be many decades hence before movies were even
allowed to be shown on Sundays and then, commencing in the afternoon after
everyone was home from church., These same decades later, after lifting the
Sunday movie ban (also known as 'Blue Laws'), it was still necessary to export
the stage shows across the Delaware to Camden where they played the Stanley,
retuming to Philadelphia on M nday. When the Sunday ban was finally lifted
on live entertainment, it had no significance. There were no more thezre stage
shows or orchestras:by that time,

The Fox opened to the public cn Monday, November 26,1923 and was the
most lavish motion picture theatre built in lshiiadelphia up until that date, A
total of 87 tons of marble were imported from Italy for the auditorium alone!
Emo Rapee was brought over ‘from the New York Capitol to guide the policy
of the theatre as managing director of presentations and to conduct the then 55~
piece orchestra, In later years the orchestra was augmented to 65 men when
management removed the Moller pipe organ and itsghydraulic lift from the cen-
ter of the orchestra pit to a new and unusual location on the left side of the
auditorium in the raised orchestra loge box adjacent to the stage, about three
feet above the orchestra level.

Unusual, also, complementing the usual proscenium boxes, were box loges
raised off the orchestra floor and rumming the entire length of the theatre. Each

Each of these boxes were fitted with luxurious divan-type
chairs. Featured in the Summer was a guarantee of 70 <. .
degrees temperature at all times. Conceived before
scientific controls, emerging from the Fox into a humid
98-degree oppressively humid Market Street was a literal

shock akin to opening an oven docr. (Continued)
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FULL VIEW OF INTERESTING FOX MARCUEE —This marquee was
an eye-catching attraction board with its tracer or traveling lights
in the frames and decorative designs, The replacement marquee,
pictured below, was perhaps more colorful in its neon tracery, but
animation of the light bulbs drew attention in a type of magna-
tism., The premiere of the film "Centennial Summer" was a dud
and sank out dfisight véryisoon after’ itiopened:«It may becompar-
ed to Philadelphia's World Fair of 1926, called the Sesqui Entenn-~
ial, This fiasco, which was built on below ground level swampland
in South Philadelphia, began to sink,like the film:the day it was
erected. The only physical reminder remaining from that bog is
the Municipal Stadium (now called Kennedy Stadium) which seat-
ed 102,000 uncomfortable pecple once each year for the Arm¥—
Navyfootball game, This year another stadium will be used. The
stadium itself is stilllsinking and for years an appropriation has
been made to shoot more concrete itno its foundation to minim-
ize the drop. —both phetos on this page from the

... Theatre Historical Soclety

THE PHILADELPHIA FOX STCRY ——continued

The new theatre was replete with myriads of cryst-
al chandeliers, velvets, travertine marble staircases,
walnut-paneled promenades and lounges, marble tile
{looring, marble paneling in the lobby right to the
ceiling, The 60-feet-wide prcscenium was the larg-
est in the city. A Wroadcasting studio was another
feature; every Mconday eveing the complete program
was broadcast over Station WOO. Yes, that's the cor-
rect spelling!

The illumination from the elaborate marquee with
its chaser and riser effects along with the large hori-
zontal FOX perpendicular to the marquee and two
three-story verticles at each end of the building
were topped by a wall sign affixed to the western
side of the 18th floor, making the Fox, at least at
night, the most visible edifice on Market Street.

The Fox was the class house in center city Phila-
delphia from the da{ it opened, challenged only by
the Mastbaum, the latter's 4, 692-seat overhead : %
making it into only a sporadic operation.

C. A.J. Parmentier was the firstof the Fox organ-
ists. When 1 was old enough to be taken to the Fox,
Carl Bonawitz was the organ- ‘
ist. He had the uncanny abil-
ity to come in on cue and in
pitch with the opening and
closing chords of the theme
of